Book of Revelation
19 – The Seven Trumpets – One Through Four
[The Seven Trumpets]

[7] The first angel blew his trumpet, and there followed hail and fire, mixed with blood, and these were thrown upon the earth. And a third of the earth was burned up, and a third of the trees were burned up, and all green grass was burned up.

[8] The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood. [9] A third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

[10] The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water. [11] The name of the star is Wormwood.[f1] A third of the waters became wormwood, and many people died from the water, because it had been made bitter.

[12] The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a third of the day might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.



(Revelation 8:7-12 ESV)
 
[Footnotes]
======================================================= 
[1] 8:11 Wormwood is the name of a plant and of the bitter-tasting extract derived from it

 1. Frame of Reference

(a) Seventh seal opened, but contents of scroll not revealed

(b) Rather, the story morphs into the sounding of seven trumpets

(c) Silence, altar of incense, and blowing of trumpets alludes to morning sacrifice rituals in the Hebrew temple

(d) Trumpets signify call to God to remember and act, a deliverance of God's people, and handing down justice

(e) The “servants of God” are already promised safety and shelter in his presence

 2. First Thoughts

(a) Repetition of “a third”

(b) Like with the first four seals, the first four trumpets sounded in rapid succession

 i. Last three described in much more detail

(c) Many symbols and imagery hark back to what we have already seen in earlier chapters of Revelation, but what they might mean here seems rather cryptic

(d) Continuing image of cataclysm upon the earth 

 3. Interpretation Issues (revisit at end of this session)

(a) Literal or symbolic?

(b) Time frame? When do the trumpets sound?

 4. OT Allusions

(a) Exodus Plagues
 i. Ex 9:24-25 (Seventh Plague: hail and fire)
 ii. Ex 7:17-21 (First Plague: water to blood)
 iii. Ex 10:22-23 (Ninth Plague: darkness)

(b) Judgment Oracles
 i. Ezekiel 5:1-4; 32:7; 38:22 
 ii. Jeremiah 9:15; 23:15; 51:25, 42 
 iii. Joel 2:10, 30, 31; 3:15 
 iv. Zechariah 13:8, 9 
 v. Isaiah 2:16; 13:10; 14:12 
 vi. Amos 8:9 

 5. Possible interpretation frameworks

(a) The “Exodus” of the Church

 i. The Exodus symbolizes the victory of God of Israel over the gods of the world

(b) Judgment prophesied in OT is now being fulfilled through the trumpets against those outside the Church

 i. Babylon and Egypt will appear in latter parts of Revelation

 6. Trumpets, in detail
(a) First – hail, fire, blood – 1/3 earth and trees burned up, all grass burned up

 i. Seventh plague on Egypt

 A. The hail struck down everything that was in the field in all the land of Egypt, both man and beast. And the hail struck down every plant of the field and broke every tree of the field. Only in the land of Goshen, where the people of Israel were, was there no hail. (Exodus 9:25-26 ESV)

 ii. “Were thrown” - aorist, indicative, passive verb tense

 A. No time frame specified, no initiator of action – simply “is”

 iii. Reminder of four angels held from harming land, sea, trees in 7:1

 A. However, “sea” is absent from this trumpet sounding

 iv. Reminder of fourth seal where the rider given authority to kill a ¼

 A. Perhaps imagery of increase in judgment/destruction?
(b) Second – mountain, burning, thrown into the sea – 1/3 sea becomes blood, 1/3 creatures in the sea die, 1/3 of ships destroyed

 i. Continues the “burning” theme of first trumpet

 ii. The “sea” missing in first now enters scene

 iii. “Was thrown” - aorist, indicative, passive

 iv. Allusion to Jer 51:25 – judgment upon Babylon

 A. Both Egypt and Babylon are introduced as oppressors of God's people and thus deserving judgment

 v. Blood – first plague on Egypt

 A. The Nile was the lifeblood of Egypt. Agriculture and ultimately survival were dependent on the periodic flooding that deposited fertile soils along the river's 4,132 miles. The obese Hapi, one of the children of Horus, was technically not the god of the Nile but the personification of the inundation of the Nile. The blood-red coloring has been attributed to an excess of both red earth and the bright red algae and its bacteria, both of which accompany a heavier than usual flooding. Rather than the abundant life usually brought by the river, this brought death to the fish and detriment to the soil. Such an occurrence is paralleled in an observation in the Admonitions of Ipuwer (a few centuries before Moses) that the Nile had turned to blood and was undrinkable. The biblical comment about the Egyptians digging down (v. 24) would be explained as an attempt to reach water that had been filtered through the soil. (IVP BBC OT)
(c) Third – Star falling, blazing – name: Wormwood – pollutes 1/3 of fresh water, people die as a result

 i. Continued allusion to first plague

 A. Second trumpet polluted salt water, now fresh water affected

 ii. Star allusion Isa 14:12 (Lucifer) – king of Babylon – later applied as symbol of Satan

 A. Most immediate context of Isaiah is judgment oracle against Babylon

 iii. Fresh water often symbolic of life and life-giving

 A. This trumpet sounding causes that which should be life-giving to cause death

 iv. Allegorical interpretation

 A. Satan pollutes God's truth and causes what he has given (church, scripture, etc.) to mislead people
(d) Fourth – 1/3 of heavenly lights darkened

 i. Ninth plague on Egypt

 A. The fact that the text emphasizes the darkness rather than the dust storm may indicate that the sun god, Amon-Re, the national god of Egypt, the divine father of Pharaoh, is being specifically targeted. (IVP BBC OT)

 ii. “Star” connection with third trumpet

 iii. Reminder of sixth seal also affecting heavenly bodies, though differently (6:12-14)

 iv. Allegorical interpretation

 A. The truth of God continues to darken as time progresses

 7. Additional considerations

(a) Type of prophecy (Paulien, Seven Keys, 90-91)

 i. General prophetic – general divinely appointed messages applicable to many times and groups

 A. The Seven Letters

 ii. Classical prophetic – messages about the future, but still applicable to multiple situations

 A. The Seven Seals

 B. Many OT prophecies

 C. Matthew 24

 iii. Historical apocaplyptic – describes an aspect of history, in sequence, has a beginning and an end

 A. Daniel 2 and 7

 B. The Seven Trumpets

(b) Timing (ibid, 92-93)

 i. Starting point

 A. Rev 8:3-4 – the prayer of the saints for justice

 B. Jesus' intercession in the Temple – crucifixion, resurrection, ascension

 ii. End point

 A. Rev 11:15-17 – Jesus has retaken kingship over this world

(c) Literal or symbolic?

 i. Consistently maintained symbolic interpretation so far – no reason to deviate now

 ii. Does not mean some aspects may find literal fulfillment

 iii. If we accept the historical apocalpytic framework for the trumpets, symbolic is the best manner of interpretation

 8. Summary

(a) John appears to depict God's deliverance of his Church as a new Exodus story

(b) Keep in mind the events unleashed by the trumpets affect only those who choose to reject God

(c) Revelation portrays both Babylon and Egypt as oppressors of God's people

(d) The four winds of Rev 7 have begun to blow, but mercy still tempers their full fury
